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Sir Thuhal Osborn, 


One of 
His Majeſties Paivy Coun FAY 
Upon the Reading of a Book, called, 
The preſent Intereſt of ENGLAND fFlated. 


Have mo over the Book you-ſent me, enti-- 
tuled, The pzeſent Intereſt of England- 
ſtated, and ſhall-deliver you impartially my. 
Opinion of the Author's Judgment. I had 


done it ſooner, could I have believed the giving- 


you ſo much trouble would admit of an excuſe. 
But if at any time my ſending. you theſe Papers: 
can be pardonable, it is now, when we are enga- 
gedin a War againſt the Dutch, ſince the Argu- 
ment upon which they are written, is the ſubject: 
or common diſcourſe, In the firſt place, Iſhall rake 
notice, that this Author treats of our Domeſtic- 
Aﬀairs; not only more rationally, but:more like a: 
man concerned for the good of England, than: he 


does of our Intereſts abroad : For then. inſtead of* 


A 2 | XI» 


(4) | 
examining calmly, how far the friendſhipof other | 
Countries would at this preſent be uſctul to us, 
he falls into paſſionate expreſſions of kindneſs for 
the Hollanders ; as if our principal deſign in ſeeking 
Foreign Alliances , ought not to be the encreaſe of 
our wealth and power, but the finding out humors 
in-another Nation that pleaſe us, and the being > 
civil to thoſe with whom we have been longeſt ac- 
quainted. This is a miſtake ſo general amongſt 
us, that I dare not fiad much faulc with it, for feac 
of being cenſur'd my ſelf; having obſerved in moſt 
of our diſcourſes upon things of this nature, that 
though we ought to be in earneſt only for our ſelves, 
yet out of our extraordinary zeal for ſome other 
Country, the debace between us commonly ends 
in our being ready to go to cuffs one with another. 

I fally agree with him, that it is the intereſt of 

the King of England, to make himſelf head of the FP 
Proteſtants, and thathe ſhould do ir, not by bei 
violent forany one Se, but by taking generally 
tro his Proretion all Chriſtians whatſoever, that 
will not ſabmit to the Government of the Church | 
of Rome. I alſo approve of his ſtating the true intereſt 
of Ens/and to be Trade, of his obſervation of ſome 
of our cuſtoms which are uſeful to it, of his Propo- 
fals of new Laws tobe made for the advance of it, 
and of the neceflity of my enlargement 
given to people in matters of Religion ; for who- 
ever confiders the advantage England has by its 
fituation,. above the reſt of the whole world, as to 
matters of Trade , cannot chooſe but conclude, 
thatall Traders would defire to live here, if our 
Laws did not make it uneafte to them, 


In 
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RL i Þ word, I differ from him in none of 'his 

 Maxims relating to our inteceſt ac home, and there- 

fore he ought to rake it the leſs ill of me, ifI can 
not agree with him in all his notions concerning 
our Alliances abroad. Thus far I am of his opi- 

_ ion, that we ought to keep a good correſpondence 
with Spain, that we ſhould hinder the ruin of 
Flanders, and that we are to uſe our utmoſt en- 
deavours to preſerve the command of the Baltick 
Sea from falling abſolutely into the hands, either 
of the King of Venmark, or the King of Swedelard. 

I do alſo believe, the intereſt of the Ho/lenders and 

| ours, as to that point, is the ſame; bat why there- 

fore we ſhould be fo far tranſported, as not to care 

what prejudice they do us in other matters, is a 

piece of Policy Ido not very well underſtand, nei- 

ther doI ſee the Conſequencewhy even-as to that 

? end, the Datch muſt needs be ſo powerful at Sea, 

as they are now ; for if they were leſs confiderable 
in Shipping, it would not be leſs their Intereſt to 
keep the Dominion of thoſe Seas divided, nor leſs 
in their power to effe& it, by joyning their Forces 
with ours. In the beginning of his Book, he rightly 
ſtates 'the Intereſt of Expgland to be Trades, but 
when he comes to his Politicks, he recommends 
to us in the firſt place, and as the main point of 
which we ought to be moſtcareful, that we ſhould 
be Friends with the Dutch, and ſtudy their Intereſt, - 
becauſe they are Traders: never conlidering, that 
the ſame Reaſon which ſhould make us endeavour 
the growth of Trade in onr own Countrey, muſt 
of neceflity oblige us'to do all we can 'to obſtru&ir 
in another ; and that the'ſtrength-of his Argament, 


(6) 
in plain E-e/;ſp, is no more than this, That becauſe 
we love Trade, - therefore we ought to love thoſe 


that take it from us. Had.the Author been a Lo- 


yer, inſtead of a Politician, he would have known, 
that Rivals are the things in.this world, which men 


commonly do, and ought moſt to hate. He goes 


on and tells us, that it would be of dangerous Con- 
ſequence to Exglana, if the FrenchKing ſhould gain 
any-Towns in Holland, - becauſe then he would 
ruine their Trade: How right ſoever he may be 
in this Notion, he is miſtaken ar leaſt in his Rea- 
ſon, for it were certainly better for ns, if no Peo- 
ple in the world traded by Sea, but our ſelves, 
He ſays, that if the Ho/landers and we were join- 
ed, we might both together be very conſiderable, 
That cannot be denied ; but what Reaſon have we 
to believe, they ever will join with us to our Ad- 
vantage? except it be that they never have done 
ſoyer, and that it has been their conſtant Practice 
to maſſacre and make Slaves of our Countrey-men 
inthe £4/f- 1»dies, at the ſame time they amuſe us 
with fair Promiſes at home. A Humanity to which 
they owe more_the Greatneſs of their Poſſeſions 
i0 thoſe Parts, than tro any other Virtue, for: 


which the Apthor of this Book can juſtly commend 


them, #5. Id. | 

Ie ſays, that their being induſtrious and parfi-- 
monions-is:not a good Reaſon why. we ſhould: dif-- 
like them.z as if. we ought to obſerve-the ſame. 
Rules between us and other Nations, which we- 
are bound to--keen amonglt our ſelyes.. The true 
Aim of every £xgijſþ man ſhould be the Good and 
Proſperity of England; for that Reaſon a 


> - 


(7) 
and Parſimony are'to be wiſhed forin the Inhabi- 
rants of England, becauſe they are Qualities advan- 
rageous for us, and uſeful to our Trade: but for 
the ſame Reaſon, they ought not by us to be 
wiſhed for in the Inhabitants of Hol{azd, becauſe 
thoſe Qualities in them are prejudicial to England, 
and deſtructive to onr Trade, In ſhort, we may 
love particular men for what Reaſons we pleaſe, 
bur: the meaſure of our 'Love to other Nations 
ought to be only their being aſeful to ours. I do 
not from hence infer that becauſe of their Parfi- 
mony we ought todo them Injuſtice, 'burt on the 
other fide, I ſee no Reaſon whywe ſhould receive 
any from them, becauſe they are a niggardly 
People. w 
He enters then into a great Admiration of their 
Morals and Juſtice, the contrary of which he 
would certainly have been convinced of, if he'had 
lain but one Night in any Inn of their Countrey. 
It is true , that almoſt the whole Nation being 
Merchants or Tradeſmen, every ones Endeavour 
tounder-ſell his Neighbour, is the Cauſe why in 
the Shops things are fold 24-2 pretty cheap Rate ; 
for this we are but to thank their Neceffities, and 
not their Morals, nor their Juftice. | 
The Author in one place tonches a little upon 
the Neceſſity of inviting all Princes whatſoever 
into:the Triple League. A Maxim much in vogue 
with ſame, who looking very grave, do therefore 
rake it very-ill, if for that Reaſon, you will nor_ 
allow them to be infallible. To make appear the 
Profoundneſs of which Notion, itiis bevellitry that 
I explain a little what the Triple League is: oo 
be 


(8) 


Fhe Triple League was made between the King of: - 


England, the King of Sweacland, and the States of 


with a very powerful -Army.: : The- Defign' of this 
League was to-induce the Frexch' to make a Peace 
with the Spaziard, upon ſuch rerms as ſhould be 


prapoſed to them .by the Confederates of the. 


Triple League; and that they mighr the eaſier 
briog this co pals, they were forced toroffer ſuch 
Conditions as were aot altogether for the King of. 
Spain's Advantage, though fuch as preſerved the 
greateſt part of F/azders 12 his Poſſeſſion, 7 
At the ſamae time the Confederates made Arti- 
cles amongſt themſelves. zo help one another, in 
caſe any of them ſhould be invaded, for havins 
made Jo Triple League , either by the Frexc 
King, the King of $p&v, or by any of their Allies. 
Lpan-this,. followed the Freaty at aix li Char: 
pelle,. where the French and. the Spenierds! accepred 
of the Articles delivered to them by the:Confe- 


derates of the Triple League, and the Confede-. 
rates:became their Guaranties of Sureties for: the. 


Performance of thoſe Articles an both fides. This 
being the State gf the matter, it is very true, we 


may admit other Princes into- the Guaranty of the: 


Peace, but: to ſay,. we thonld invite them into the 
Trib League, which enfarced: the Peace, is as 
much a5 to1ay, we ſhould defire their Conjunction 
in.order to the making of a Peace, which had been 


already concluded ſeveral years before ; and that, 
if you. mark it, ,is fnch a kind of Figure in Dif. 


courſe as commonly is called. 'a all - 


Beſides, we were then forced to agree to-ſeveral. 


Articles 


Hollend, when the French King had entred Flanders: 


F IS þ i 0 
Fs S277 ; IIS . x Ln Ps 
» fe 2s, TIN 
3 a 2K 
_ 


ne 
we 7 4 
, # 508 
A 
wud 
2 1 


” 'A ; 
Sz 


You, $8637. oh Ids 8% 
U : — OW 8 
: 1 Too i 
« g 


. | 

Articles both with'theFwzaes and theÞurch, which 
it would nor be for odor advantige now* tomake 
with the Emperor or the Princes in Germany : It 
being no-Conſequence, that becauſe the Swedes, the 
Dwtch, ind we' did *muttally engage to aMft one 
another, upoh our! own Charge, ar” i'time when 
we were afraid the Frexch might invade us;' that 
therefore now when we' are in no ſuch danger, 
we ſhould promiſe to help any other State or 
Prince, except'they- will pay us very well for it. 
They might conſider too; if 'they pleaſe, 'that we 
are a little nearer Flanders than Hungary; and that 
it is not altogether ſo difficult for us, to tranſport 
our men to iheorh6d ſide of the Water, as it would 
be to make them march into the fartheſt 'Parts of 
Germany, as often as it ſhould happen'ro be invaded 
by the Great Turk, and that the Emperor ſhould 
| claim our Aſſiſtance, becauſe the Great Turk is 
one of-the King of France his Alfies: -*Obſerye T 
beſeeck' yon, the'prettine(ſs df this Pglitick Gradaz 
| tion, and 'the Conſequenceyof it}, if it were put 


in Practice: Becauſe'we have thought it fir to de- 
fend oftir Neighbours in F/azders, we muſt therefore 
preſently march'into, the Empire," to defend there 
ſome who are' not- our Neighbours; /'nor! indeed 
within'the Reach of our Prote@ion. Now'l would 
very fain know by this Rule of theirs, - when our 
poor Counitrey-men ſhould hope* to-'be' av Reſt? 
For the ſame charitable Rezſon would/ lead us on 
as well to the fartheſt Parts- of Eapype, nay of the 
whole World, if theſe[Politicians could but catch 
us onceinls good humour.” Imuſt 'cofifeſs, if it'be 
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| Generdl, | without any Conſideration, either of 


our own Inzexelt.,or, Profit /in the caſe, then this 
this were the, ;readjeſt way to compaſs that End : 
but if we wilt look back into the Examples 
of. former, 1 AgeS.9,.We ſball. find *, though many 
Nations, hayegoilea great, way.for Conquelt into 
Foreign; Parts, yet that never:any before went 
ſo. far :out of the .way. to.defend' their own Coun- 
e155; 


- There .js. another, Conceprion of this kind in- 
ſiſted : upon: by .lLomez; as. a matter: of very great 
weight, which is, that now. we muſt not fall our 
with the. Dutch upon. any Provocation, becauſe 
that would be a, Breach of the. Triple League, 


This (under fayour:) 15, 4n; Abſurdity yet greater 


than the former, there, being,no.one thing you can 
allege as.a Confequence'to any other.thing what- 
ſoever, that will: not make every; whit as ſenſible 
2. Conchyſion-as' this; For. Example, /.to ſay, 


' that you: oughr- ngr. $9 g0.t0. Bed- to. night, be+ 


cauſe the King-of Spain did-not go yeſterday a 
hunting ;/ -or. that T muſt not. dine to morrow, 


becauſe ; Monſiewr. de wit loves. dancingis is.,not a 


more incoherent. ſcourſe;. than that þecauſe.we 


have-promiſed-withithe Dutch to ſave. Flanders. from | 


the Zrench,. therefore what Injuries; ſvever. the 
Pwch ſhall offer us, we: cannot. defend: ourſelves 


again it £ hem.c,; T be Argument,,..if You: Man it, 


is. juſt thus g 4hat becauſe I: agree with: 1ikian 


to ſave Thomas, therefore I am bpund'ty; let 
williamcut 'my, Throat, Tf thoſe: good; wen! that- 


ſtart theſe" Nations ,i would inſtcad- ofsnfreZing 
athers ,,; but take the Pa ins ſometimes! ko. think 


themſelves, 
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(11) 
themſelves, they would findthat Self-Preſerv ation 
ought to be look'd after: a little in theſe: kind 
of Aﬀairsz And that if the Conſequence of the 
Loſs of Flanders did not ſomewhat concern us, 
we ſhould be no more in pain about ir, than we 
were for the Conqueſt of Grazads. 

I ſhall now take upon me to ſtate the Tntereſt 
of England, and begin as this Anthor does, 
though I differ with him in the Concluſion. 

The undoubred Intereſt of Zp/and is Trade , 
ſince it is that only: which. can make 'us either 
Rich 'or Safe; for | without a powerful Navy, we 
ſhould: be-a-Prey: to our Neighbours, and without 
Trad:, we could neither have $24-mez nor Ships. 
From hence it does follow , that we ought not 
to-ſuffer any. other. Nattons to: be our? Equals at 
Sea ,, becauſe when they are* once> our” Equd!s , it 
is but an even Lay ,: whether-they or we ſhall 
be the Superiowrs. And it would 'not be a ſtranger 
thing.that rhe Durchſhould come'to be fo from 
what, they are; now- than-it-48, "that*rchey! are 
arrived to. what they are "now from" * what 
they were in Queen E/iz4aberhs time. TI- ſhall 
add to this. one Obſervation,” which in my 
Opiniqn is.yery.clear 544i PHLTH AI £7 = 46 

That, England has: never been (6 confidetable 
ſince her'time, as:it:was theng”and yer itis much 
more ſoin it ſelf; the Kingdom-of' Scozland being 
now 'joyned to 'the Crown of "England, which it 
was not before.—If you -enquire into the-reaſon' 
of this, you will find it td be, 'becauſe we'are not, 
now {o- abſolutely the: Mafters at "Sea; as we were 
in thoſe times: for though we have at preſent 
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(12): 
more, and-better ſhips, and-a 'far greater trade 
than we had:then, yetwe haveofineither ſo much 
a'larger proportion, in reſpect to: -other Nations, 
2s we had at that time. — The Dutch who were 
then but 4 company, of Fiſhermen, being now both 
in ſhipping and trade very. near our- equals, and if 
y.ou. will: take their. words: for 'it { our: Saperionrs. 
And without doubt it isa vain thing for ns to 
pretend to be a ballance between any confiderable 
powers at Land, ſo long as. we are thus equally 
ballanced at Sea. bythe; Dutch, This'tit ſelf 
methinks, ſhould be ſufficient tro-make us not very 
well. pleaſed with the change of our' condition 4 
but. our.caſe has-yet in it a- further confidera- 
tion , that we are: by this-means in a-perpernal 
| £3085 of, being; conquered; For. thongh 'the 
utch..alone: cangot-do ft, yet by joyning with 
| France. they. may. ,+and/it is that-which a conſi- 
nip party. amongſt them has'been labouring 
or theſe. many ,year$+ Tio: this its objedted ; 
that. it.\can.never-be the:ifhtereſt: of © #o/hind tojoyn 
with Fraxce\in the-conqueſb:of iEyzland; bur'ifor 
ought:we know they may miſtake their intereſt ; 
| and certainly.it- is ,not- wifdom in:any Nation, to 
; have its- ſafety:depend upon the prudexce 'of 'an- | 
other :: Beſides, it does not appear-to me,-that it 
is. not. the intereſt-of- Hoand:to have England Con- 
quered by them and the: French: For firſt, they 
may: make ſuch a diviſion- of Exgland, as to keep 
to themſelves the ;moſt -confiderable parts-in it 
for, trade ,, and being Maſters: of the French-at 
Sea,, they. will be ſure to make their party good 
with them. in an. Ifland,. In the _— 
thoſe 


(73) 
thoſe parts of England which ſhoula fall to be un+ 
der the French, wonld be inconfiderable as to 
matter of Trade ; that, and their Cdrbitrary way 
of. Government , being incompatible one with ano- 
ther. And the reaſon .is plain, for there are few 
that will put. out their money upon this double 
adventure, of loſing itat Sea, or having it taken 
from them when it comes: home. again, Beſides, 
the nature of the Engliſh is ſo averſe to the 
Government of France, and our Religion ſo dif- 
ferent from theirs, that if. Zzg/and ſhould happen. 
thus, to be conquered, they would be likelier to 
cloſe with the Dntch, than become ſubje& to the 
French. Al} the Trading men would live un- 
der- the Dutch, and by conſequence, they would 
have..all the rich Towns, and it-is-no 'difficule 
matter to: determine what influence thoſe Towns - 
would have. over the reſt of: the whole Nation. - 
For. the: very- ſame ,Reiſons,. if ever. HiUland 
ſhould be, in danger of a Conqueſt , by.the Con-- 
juncion. of the French and us, the -Dutch- 
would: rather+ chooſe to become Part, of. our 
Government, then ſubmit themſelves to. the 

Power - of+ France, Againſt this I have heard 
ſome (ay, that becauſe we endeavour to .obſtrud - 
their. Trade,. the Dutch ,will-never: joyn, wich us: 
But thoſe Gentlemen do not; conſider ,.: that up: 
bo on, our Conjuncion all ſuch Endeavours would 
ceaſe; for it . would-then.be. as much.. our .Inte- - 
reſt, to promote their. Trade , as. the Trade; of 
any other part of-Exg/zzd.. Another Argument 
which .1-have met with. upon. the. ſame Subject 


IS, 


(14) | 

is, That' the fear of us would force the Dutch 
to accept of Conditions from the French : But 
upon a true Examination of the matter, there 
will be foundin the practice of it this Difficulty, 
"thar the French will not truſt to what the Dutch 
ſhall promiſe, without having ſach a Power 
oiven them in their Countrey, as may force 
chem to keep their Words; and the Dutch 
will hardly truſt the French with that Power, 
leſt it ſhould be made uſe of to their Preju- 
dice, whether they keep their words or no, In 
#hort, the uſual conrſe that'all men rake, when 
they are no longer able to defend their own 
Government, is to chooſe what is next beſt for 
them: So that the natural Queſtion, if that 
thould happen,” muſt neceflarily be, Whether, 
<confidering our Laws, and the Situation of our 
Cottntrey, the Proffer fof a Coalition with Emnp- 
land, would not prove more acceptable, and 
more advantageous to a Trading People, than 
any Terms they can expe&t from the Frexch. 
The Sea Towns at leaſt would fall to be. our 
ſhare: And then, though the French ſhould 
be Maſters of the reſt of the-whole States Do- 
minions, we ſhould have no reaſon to: complain 
of oor,” part in 'the' Diviſion. * Nay, ſuppoſing 
the 'worſt, that we ſhould be-fo ill advisd, as 


to let the French take all, and 'leave us no-. 


. thing z -yet, ceven in that: Cafe, the French 
King would rather make their /rexprh. at © Sea 
1nconfiderable, by their being ſnbje& to him, 
than his own more formidable, by 'his being 


their 
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their Maſter. For the Power of Hulland des 
pends upon two things,. their Parſimony, and their 
Liberty. of IR | TE. 

By their Liberty, they are encouraged to trade, 
and by their Parſimony , they are. enabled ta do 
£ cheaper than any other people.: . Both which 
would <ertainly" be deſtroyed by the profuſereſs of 
the French living, and the Severity of their Go- 
vernment. _ 10 7 J- non + +5 
| I do not pretend, that all this 1s as plain, as 


that two and two make. four, it: being impoſſible. 


to ule that certainty of reaſoning in things of this 
nature: but thus far I dare 'afhrm, that no man 
can be aſſured, but that ſome time-or. other the 


Dutch may take'it to:be their Intereſt to joyn 
with France in the Conqueſt' of Eaglend:; ' for - 
which Reaſon, I lay it down as. a Maxim, That- 
we mult never give them leave. to be our equals - 


- In the next place, I'think it our intereſt to 
preſerve Flanders from being over-run by the. 
French, leſt that might prove of a dangerous. 


conſequence to us. [But no apprehenſion of dan- 


ger, ought to frighten ns into a certain ruines - 
and therefore at the ſame time we are ſecuring 
others by the Triple League, we may be al-. 
lowed art leaſt, to take ſome care of ' our. own. 
ſafety; for if- whilſt: we labour: to ſave: the. 
Crown. of Spain, we ſuffer the. Dutch to rob' ns of ** 
Our Trade, we ſhall make in my judgement; buc E 

a very ill bargain for our ſelves, . and the world ' 

would have juſt cauſe' to believe, the Dutch are - | + 
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